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PARENT AND CARER READING MEETING 

Mrs Stevens 



Do you know why 
readings so 
important?

Do you know 
how to help 
your child 

improve their 
reading ability?

Do you know 
how to improve 

your child’s 
understanding of 

reading?

Is reading at home 
regular and 

something you 
look forward too?

Are you aware of 
the types of 

reading support 
offered in 
school?



Vision 
At Cyril Jackson, we aim to prepare children for a rapidly-changing world and pave the road towards them
becoming life-long learners. We are proud to deliver an English curriculum designed to progressively build on
knowledge and skills which promote high standards of oracy and literacy. Children are able to transfer these
skills across the wider curriculum. English lessons are planned to be engaging, thought-provoking and to
deepen learning.

We believe that literature plays a key role in children’s cultural, emotional, intellectual, social and spiritual
development. Therefore, throughout their time at the school, children will be exposed to a range of high-
quality texts which form the basis for core units of work. Our learning journeys are carefully planned to be
engaging and to teach a wide range of knowledge and skills which lead to creative outcomes; our aim is to
inspire children to become enthusiastic writers and authors by inviting them to be imaginative, innovative
and develop a love of writing.

We endeavour to promote a love of reading which enables children to journey to unfamiliar places and other
worlds – to extend their knowledge beyond their inner city lives. We understand the value of reading in
developing a child’s imagination and the ability to translate descriptions of places and people into pictures in
their minds. We intend for our children to be both independent and reflective readers who can read
fluently and for meaning.

At the heart of our teaching is the development of children as language learners and language users. Our
ethos is to create learners who are confident at expressing themselves and able to articulate ideas and
thoughts. The ability to speak and listen well is essential for children in order to express their feelings,
opinions and ideas and learn to value the differing opinions of others.

When children leave Cyril Jackson, they will be equipped to transfer their skills in English to different
contexts, increase their capacity to innovate and take with them rich, purposeful experiences.



Why is Reading Important?  

Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of the most powerful 
ways of improving academic standards in school.

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances in school, or beyond in 
the wider world than to enable them to become truly independent readers.

"Reading is to the mind what 

exercise is to the body." 

Richard Steele 

“Reading for Change” 2002 found that

“Being more enthusiastic about reading and a 

frequent reader was more of an advantage, on its 

own, than having well-educated parents in good 

jobs” OECD 



Reading memories

Do you have a good childhood memory about 
books and reading?

Do you have an unpleasant memory?

It is the conditions and feelings associated with 
your good memory that should be recreated for 
reading with your child.



What are we doing 
in school to support 

your child with 
reading?



Reading in School: 
The Teaching of Reading 

Phonics
Shared reading

Focused reading
Independent reading
Reading for Pleasure

Focused reading activities
Reading across the curriculum

Class novels and stories

School readers                        Home readers

The hearing of reading is NOT the 
teaching of reading



Accelerate Reader 

• Children should be taking 
home at least two books. One 
book that is at their reading 
level (AR book) and book which 
they have chosen to read for 
pleasure. 

• Once they have finished their 
AR book, they will be able to 
conduct an AR test to try and 
see if they can move up a 
colour. 



25 Books to Read Challenge 



Reading Skills 

Phonics and Word Recognition

The ability to recognise words presented in and out of context.
The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) together to read 
words.

Understanding

The ability to understand the meaning of the words and sentences 
in a text.
The ability to understand the ideas, information and themes in a 
text.
If a child understands what they hear, they will understand the 
same information when they read.



Reading Domain

These are all the strands children will need to know by year 6



Reading: Understanding 

Being able to read does not mean you understand what you read.

Your child might sound like a good reader but may not necessarily understand 

what the text means.

The best way to develop understanding is to talk about texts, for example:

• Finding information on the page.

• Being able to find information that is not on the page. Looking for clues

• Thinking about situations and predicting what might happen.

• Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and understanding what is going on from their viewpoint.

• Book talk to make your child think.

• Knowing the difference between retrieval, inference, summary, predictions, language choices.



Closed Questions 

• Do you like this book?

• Do you like this character?

• It’s a good story isn’t it?

• Do you like reading?

• Are you good at reading?

• Do you like this kind of story?

Change these questions so that the answers cannot be yes or no.

• What do you like about this book?

• What do you think of this character?

• Why do you think this is a good 

story?

• What’s great about reading?

• Why are you a good reader?

• What is it about these stories that 

you like so much?



Talk about Books 

Do you like this book; why?
Who is your favourite character?
Tell me about a character in the book.
Which words tell you what the character is like?
How would you feel?
What do you think will happen next?
What would you do?
What have you learned about …… in your book?
What can you tell me about…?



Hearing your child read

• Choose a quiet time and give your child 
your full attention;

• Give support if required using the 
strategies explained earlier;

• Explain the meaning of new words;

• Talk about the text using open 
questions.



School Expectations 

Reading Diaries 
• Every day

• 20-25  minutes 
daily minimum

• Date and write 
a comment
whether the 
book has been 
completed or 
not.

• Child or 
parent can 
comment.

• Teachers will 
also comment 
when books 
are changed.  



Reading Diaries 

Tips for Readers 



Reading Diaries 

Support 



Reading Diaries 

Word Lists 



Reading to your child

• Introduce your children to different types of books; classic 

fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke books, poetry, non-

fiction.

• Read them the book that was your favourite when you were 

a child.

• Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and funny 

voices for characters.

• Follow the words and read the story using the pictures.

• Talk about what is happening and what might happen next. 

Leave the story on a cliffhanger!









Any Questions 


